
  
  
 Do you think we should eliminate Town Meeting and replace it with written ballot 
voting at our usual Tuesday elections? 
 
Tonight’s Board of Selectmen workshop (6/21/16) was primarily to air Selectmen’s  comments pro and con 
about our  recent June 18, 2016 Town Meeting.   They have such a discussion annually after Town Meeting.  It is 
abundantly clear that the entire Board is disappointed with the continued low turnout each year at Town 
Meeting, as well as the near total absence of any debate from the few who do attend.  With that in mind, 
Selectmen have called another Selectmen’s  Meeting for Tuesday July 5th at 6:30 pm.  The purpose of this 
meeting is for them to formally vote whether or not to approve a November 2016 ballot question to eliminate 
Town Meeting and replace it with referendum ballot voting on all our usual Town Meeting articles.  That means, 
(if this idea passes this fall),  instead of a 10am Saturday Town Meeting in June for the 25-50 or so people who 
attend, hundreds or perhaps thousands of voters would vote on our budget and other articles at our usual 
Tuesday June elections, (obviously on a longer ballot). 
 
Here is a bit more background.   
 

• Our present charter section 212 allows for a process to eliminate Town Meeting if the voters so desire.   
• First, a petition collecting at least 15% of all registered Waterboro voters’ signatures must be 

collected.  With 4,880 voters in our Town, we have to collect at least 732 verified signatures…not a quick 
task to accomplish.  If the signatures are not collected and all other ballot preparations are in order by 
September 23, then the issue is dead and we will continue with Town Meeting as it is now. 

• Secondly, (and again only if this goes forward), the question of whether or not to eliminate Town 
Meeting would be voted on at the 2016 presidential election where it will get maximum voter 
exposure.  I think  it is always good to make important decisions at presidential elections.    

• If this referendum question idea is endorsed by Selectmen on July 5th, not only do we need to collect 
well over 800 signatures, but we also have to educate many thousands of voters on this issue.  That is 
where you come in.  We will need your help to educate voters.  Stay tuned for more information after 
the July 5th Selectmen’s meeting on the information and education effort we will need. 

• I think it is time for action to get more citizens involved in how our government functions.  Whether you 
agree or disagree with this referendum idea, I would like to hear your opinion. Please call or email me or 
stop by Town Hall with your comments pro or con…and feel free to circulate this email and issue far and 
wide. 

   
Respectfully,  
Gary Lamb   
Waterboro Town Administrator 
 


