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February:  In February we had our annual Patron Appreciation Week with hot cider, coffee and treats. We  

started the week off with a Valentine Day Card making workshop and then had crafts all week for the 

children to do. Lynn Bilodeau, one of our trustees, provided the card making materials. 

 

Our “Maggie Taylor Reading Nook” was completed and is being used regularly.  We have two comfortable 

chairs, a table and lamp.  The Friends are giving the library funds to purchase two bean bag chairs for the 

children to sit in.  We have had mom’s reading to their kids, a student and tutor, teen’s using their laptops 

and moms taking a quiet time for themselves. 

 

In February the Biddeford Savings Bank donated $1000 to the library which was put toward new bookcases. 

The bookcases are done and are awaiting Pete to bring them to the library.  We will have a book moving 

party when they come. 

 

The Board of Trustee’s put out a survey during February and March to get feedback from our patrons and 

others about what they like about the library, what they didn’t like, services they wish we had and more. The 

board will be evaluating these in the next month as they start to work on a new 5 year strategic plan for the 

library.   

 

 

March: In March the Friends purchased a new book drop for the library.  This was a much needed item as 

the old book drop let water leak in, we had trouble with wasps trying to nest in it and the padlock continually 

froze in the winter.  The new one is spring loaded, so anything put in it will not have a long drop to the 

bottom or cause books to open and have spines broken.  It will be put into place when Pete is able to remove 

the old book drop and pour a cement pad for the new drop. 

 

Our library was chosen to join a program called the Edge Initiative which will provide a snapshot of the 

library’s current public technology services with steps to make improvements and better serve our 

community. This program is funded by the Bill Gates Foundation.  Dave Lowe has gone over the assessment 

questionnaire with me and submitted it. I have set some goals for the coming year for technology 

improvements and Dave will help implement some of them. I will be taking several Web seminars through 

the Edge Initiative to help improve our services to our patrons. 

 

I gave a couple of our long overdue book lists to Sean Sanborn to see if he could collect the books or money 

to replace them.  He contacted the patrons, but their books are still out. Sean will check with them again. 

 

The Friends held a book sale in March after many hours of sorting through donations.  We are now allowed 

to hold an ongoing book sale, so patrons will be allowed to check out our books whenever they like. This 

will hopefully reduce the number of books in our storage area. 



 

 

 

April:  The Friends held a Silent Auction which ended on April 2
nd

.  The money that was raised is being 

used to purchase new Books on Tape for adults and children. 

 

 

Our annual April Read-a-thon has started.  This year adults are included in the Read-a-thon.  Adults who 

sign up may take some chocolate out of a jar when they come in and also put their names in a jar to win a 

$20 Amazon gift card, donated by the friends.  Children get to choose a prize out of our Treasure Chest 

when they come in.   We have 49 adults and 75 children participating in the program. 

 

Statistics:   January through March 

 

Maine Download Library: 

 

E-Books  borrowed:    183              Audio’s borrowed:  70 

 

 

WPL   

 

 Items Borrowed:    6817                  Patrons in:  2253 

 

Computer Usage:   204                    New Cards:  37 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ruth Blake 
Library Director 

 
 

 


