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Ecomaine Scholarship
Awards 2007/2008
Ecomaine, a non-profit, municipality owned and operated recycling and waste
disposal organization, is offering three scholarship awards for higher education

in the amounts of $4,000.00, $2,500.00 and $1,000.00.
Waterboro is a member town in Ecomaine therefore students who live in Waterboro are

eligible to apply for these scholarships.

FMI Log on to www.ecomaine.org for applications. Good Luck!

EMPLOYEE SANITATION FACILITY
COMPLETED
The new employee bathroom, wash station, emergency eyewash and first-aid facility is now


finished and are located in the Q-Hut. 



 




 





This eliminates the need for renting a
 portable toilet and cuts expenses by nearly a thousand dollars a year and now having hot water saves the expense of purchasing sanitizing wipes.



A well was drilled last year and the water lines run from the Q-Hut
to the household waste compactor building enabling us to wash down the leachate that result from compacting the household waste. Looking to the future a water line was run across to the highway department access road preparing for future water for that department’s area. 
The Transfer Station is open for your convenience: 

Wednesday Noon to 7PM – Friday and Saturday 9AM to 5PM – Sunday 1PM to 5PM

Closed – Monday- Tuesday and Thursday
       STEEL RECYCLING STRONG
The Steel Recycling Institute has announced that


Remember all CFL’s must be recycled
recycled steel is America’s most recycled material.


         CFL’s contain Mercury
Surprisingly 68.7% of all materials recycled are


Your Transfer Station accepts CFL’s 

scrap steel that equates to more than 72 million


                  at no charge
tons of domestic scrap steel. The escalation of







      steel production around the world has raised steel
                  When Your Computer sets Idle

 
prices above historical averages; this in turn has



save Money      

.
dropped inventories of scrap steel across America to 
           DOWNLOAD
 THIS WEBSITE

the lowest levels since World War II.
These high

prices has produced many small scrap peddlers, if 


CO2 SAVER.SNAP.COM
you own a pickup truck your in business.




This past spring the town administrator and I made                   This program only works on computers
   
a decision to do our own brokering by calling steel

    run on Windows. Save energy when your

buyers in the area to get the highest bid. We found

    your computer is idle; this program reduces  in order to get the highest price we need to

    
    electricity usage, reduces harmful CO2 and
Continued to page 4
stockpile 30 to 40 ton of scrap. In late November

    other harmful emissions.
the pile was taken by Grimmel Industries at 


    
$135.00 a ton this company also supplies a bonus,

    CO2 Saver is a lightweight program that 
they clean the area using a huge 4 ft. in diameter

    manages your computer’s power usage when
magnet, this saves hours of cleanup by taking

    it sets idle. The less electricity produced the
small pieces of metal, nails and screws.  


    fewer harmful emissions and greenhouse







                gases such as carbon dioxide are released into







    atmosphere. We have had this program on our







    home computer for a few weeks and have 








    saved over 8 pounds of CO2, all users have







    saved over 540,000 pounds of CO2. Try It!




    
THE END  Of THE LIGHT BULB AS WE KNOW IT

The United States Congress just approved a new energy law that phases out the incandescent light

bulb beginning in 2012 through 2014. The members of Congress decided that phasing out the
old bulbs was the lowest cost way for the country to reduce electricity use and cut greenhouse gases.

Ninety percent of the energy that an incandescent bulbs burns is wasted as heat, the new compact

Fluorescent bulbs use about 75% less energy, lasts about five-years, and should save about 12%

on your utility bill. If the average household changes 30 incandescent bulbs for 30 CFL’s at a

cost of approximately $90.00 the savings should be as much as $1,500.00 over the five-year life

span of the CFL; this would equate to a savings equal to the entire energy used by the State of 

Texas last year.

RECYCLING TIPS and TOPICS
There are lots of innovative things you can do to reduce your rubbish – check out some of the tips below 

Ideas for Recycling Paper

· After children’s drawings and paintings have been displayed for a while they can be used to wrap presents – this also makes the present even more special.
· Use the envelopes you receive in the mail a second time by placing a new address label over the last address.
· Old rolls of wallpaper can be used for children’s drawing paper.
· Junk mail makes good bedding for pets.
· Cardboard cartons can be used to collect paper for recycling instead of using plastic bags; even cereal boxes are good for collecting smaller pieces of paper.
General Tips for Recycling and Avoiding Rubbish

· Buy a smaller rubbish container for the kitchen, this helps by reminding you to recycle.

· Make sure bottles and tins are clean before putting then in the recycling bin. This prevents flies in the warm weather both at home and at the transfer station.
· Reorganize your kitchen or other storage area so it is efficient with good sized bins to help with sorting and holding recyclables. This will encourage other members of your household to contribute and help share the work instead of being reliant on one person.



REDUCE – REUSE - RECYCLE


�


WATERBORO  RECYCLES


CARDBOARD – PAPERBOARD – FOOD BOXES  


PACKAGING BOXES – NEWSPAPER – BOOKS 


JUNK MAIL – OFFICE PAPER – MAGAZINES


SHREDDED PAPER – CATALOGS – BAGS 


WRAPPING PAPER – GIFT BOXES


#1 THROUGH #7 PLASTICS – JAR LIDS


ALUMINUM FOIL AND FOOD CONTAINERS


RINSED TIN CANS – EMPTY AEROSOL CANS


 METAL ITEMS – STEEL – BRASS 


ALUMINUM – TIN - COPPER 


RINSED GLASS JARS & BOTTLES – CHINA


 RETURNABLE & NON- RETURNABLE


 BOTTLES & CANS


UNBAGGED GRASS – LEAVES – HAY 


NON WOODY PLANTS – MANURE – SAW DUST


PORCELAIN FIXTURES – BRICKS – CEMENT 


CONCRETE & PATIO BLOCKS – CHIMNEY TILES


Waterboro 2006 Analysis Continued


Compost Credits: Waterboro receives 4 credits for a leaf and yard waste composting program plus the amount of tons composted for a maximum of ten (10) recycling percentage points.


The town’s base rate of 49.98% is calculated by adding all the bulky waste and recycling listed in the report to the municipal HHW recycling rate. Then 5 credits for the bottle credit and 10 credits for the composting are added making the total 2006 adjusted recycling rate 64.98% or rounded off to 65%.


For the total 7-page report dated 7/17/07 goes to the town website; there is a wealth of information that should interest you. The information in this article just touches on this very comprehensive and complex report dating from 1999 to 2006.


Waterboro Citizen Recognized


Willis Lord, former state legislator and town selectman, was recognized by Ecomaine, formerly Regional Waste Systems for his long time commitment and contributions to recycling. Willis was awarded the 2007 eco-Excellence Award given by Ecomaine an organization owned and operated by 21 municipalities in Southern Maine of which Waterboro is one of the owners. Willis was nominated by the Waterboro Recycling Committee.


 Willis is presently serving his community as a volunteer serving as an Ecomaine board member proudly representing his town and as a District 2 representative on the ecomaine Executive Committee representing Hollis, Limington, Lyman, Oqunquit, and Waterboro. He also serves on the ecomaine recycling committee and the Waterboro Transfer Station & Recycling Committee. 


Currently Willis is very active in working with the schools and businesses educating them to the many benefits of recycling. 


Congratulations Willis and thank your for your service to your community and your commitment to recycling.


DID YOU KNOW?


Recycling 1 aluminum can saves one cup of gasoline !


24% of the weight of the average rubbish bag is packaging !





aceived free through a grant from the Maine State Planning Office. In 2006 we shipped a total of 1,394 bulbs and tubes totaling 5,980 ft. in length, if laid out end to end represents 1.13 miles of fluorescent bulbs. 





Planet Aid Comes to the Waterboro


Transfer Station


Planet Aid was established in 1997 and is a non-profit organization, their purpose is to improve the lives of people in developing countries. Their objectives include building schools, health programs that include HIV/AIDS prevention in Africa, Asia and South America.


They provide 5ft. x 6ft. metal containers for the collection of clothing and shoes in 19 states in the USA; our transfer station will be receiving a container within the month. The clothing and shoes collected are sold in stores very similar to Salvation Army stores and the proceeds go to the above programs. 


Most people have good usable clothing and shoes;


Continued on Page 4





 








 











CATALOG CHOICE GIVES CONSUMERS CONTROL OF THEIR MAILBOXES


FREE ONLINE SERVICE LETS PEOPLE JUST SAY NO TO UNWANTED MAIL


Tired of sifting through overloaded mailboxes? A new free online service gives users the power to choose the catalogs they no longer want to receive in the mail.


Every day, millions of unwanted catalogs go into your mailboxes and are immediately tossed in the trash. These unwanted catalogs are overflowing municipal waste systems, eating up natural resources, contributing to pollution and global warming. The Natural Wildlife Federation helped to launch this new service. There are other do-not-mail services but this one is different it is free.


Each year, 19 billion catalogs are mailed to American household. What is the impact?


Number of trees used – 53 million trees


Pounds of paper used – 3.6 million tons


Energy to produce this volume of paper – 38 trillion BTU’s, enough to power 1.2 million homes per year


Contribution to global warming – 5.2 million tons of carbon dioxide emissions, this is equal to the annual emissions of two million cars


Waste water discharges from this extreme volume of paper – 53 billion gallons, enough to fill 81,000 Olympic-sized swimming pools


Environmental impact estimates were made by using the Environmental Defense paper calculator www.papercalculator.org


People are frustrated by the amount of unwanted catalogs, especially as the holiday season approaches. Anyone who has tried in the past to have their names removed from a mailing list knows how time consuming and exasperating this process can be.


This online service is a free and easy way to rid your mailboxes of unwanted catalogs; and at the same time helps to reduce global warming pollution and unnecessary deforestation. 


At the time the service was launched, Catalog Choice had a database of over 600 catalog companies. I addition to having your name removed from these lists, users can add any new catalog to the database. In time the 600 catalog companies will expand into the thousands.


Catalog Choice is supported with funding from: The Overlook Foundation, The Kendeda Fund and the Merck Family Fund.


To view and use this free service just visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.catalogchoice.org" ��www.catalogchoice.org�. When you visit the site you are asked to create an account. The site guarantees that they do not give out your email address. This information was distributed to those who attended a two-day Workshop sponsored by the Maine Resource Recovery Association and the Maine State Planning Office in November. Many useful seminars are available to solid waste managers. The State of Maine is very aggressive when it comes to municipal solid waste always with an eye toward meeting the state’s 50% recycling rate for all Maine towns and cities. With your help Waterboro is steadily increasing its recycling rate; in fact the town has reached and exceeded the 50% recycling and all of you that participate in recycling in your home should be proud of this accomplishment.


   WATERBORO’S RECYCLING RATE


1999-2006


1999		21.8%		2003	          36%


2000		21.7%		2004	          40.6%


2001		23.9%		2005	          58.2%


2002		22.9%		2006	          65%


NEW OFFICE OPENING


On Friday November 9th your new transfer station office was open for business. As many of you know this 27 foot by 14 foot building was donated to the town by Henrietta Goodall Hospital. Dennis Morin moved the building from the site of the new hospital complex to the transfer station and set it on its block foundation for $950.00. This former knotty pine cabin has been transformed into a handicap accessible main office. Lots of cleaning, new windows, doors, electricity, and free cable access are proving to be a good investment. Last week a new chimney was erected to hook up the existing wood stove on the existing brick hearth; firewood to supplement the buildings heat is coming from the wood and brush pile.   Transfer Station users enter the facility and their first stop is this building, any fees due or stickers needed are accepted here at the office. Looking to the future, plans are being discussed to accept debit and or credit cards, with our new telephone and cable system this will now be possible. All of the office furniture, fixtures, and a recycled computer system have been donated. A new cash register is now being programmed through the computer to allow for an individual breakdown of all of the household and special wastes we handle at the facility. Many more good reusable items are now being sent to the reuse trailer instead of being dumped in the household waste hopper. Remember if we can give away recyclable items, that otherwise would have to be paid for to get rid of, this will reduce the tonnage thereby reducing the tipping fees and transportation costs. Any recyclables that can be redirected from the household waste hopper to the recycling area increases our income from recycling and also reduces tipping fees.





 and transportation costs.nt to Ecomaine.allow for this in the future. , from there they are directed to the appropriate area and a new traffic pattern will keep the traffic flowing smoothly.  


Transfer Station / Recycling Committee


Recyclers Report


By David Woodsome - Chairman


Your Transfer Station / Recycling Committee continues to promote awareness of the benefits and importance of REDUCING – REUSING – RECYCLING. The committee has worked on several issues for the past six months.


An updated Solid Waste Disposal & Control Ordinance has been submitted to the Selectpersons for review and approval.


To help celebrate Earth Day businesses, organizations, and individuals were asked to promote RECYCLING. The following did a wonderful and much appreciated job in doing just that: Merrill’s Country Store, Agency One, Waterboro Town Hall, Waterboro Fire Department, JD’s Redemption Center, Woodsome’s Feeds & Needs, Free Baptist Church, Ossipee Mountaineers Snowmobile Club, The Lions’ Club, South Waterboro Bible Chapel and Hannaford’s Food & Drug.


The committee had a very successful Reduce, Reuse and Recycle theme during the Waterboro Old Home Days and Parade. A “Build a Scarecrow” contest was sponsored; where 90% of the materials used to build the scarecrow had to be recycled or reused materials. All of the entries were creative and well presented as the scarecrows and their creators marched in the parade. The winners were, 1st place Crystal and Amber Arsenault earning them the $75.00 first prize, 2nd place and a $50.00 award went to Dave, Laura and Joshua Lowe and 3rd place went to Theresa Long, Cassie Duranceau and Erica Williams. All contestants received free movie rentals from the Waterboro Library and the Movie Gallery.


Willis Lord and Brigit McCullam were the Honorary King and Queen dressed in recyclable materials promoting the Reduce, Reuse and Recycle Theme. A Recycling Booth was set up to promote recycling with many townsfolk stopping to talk and sign up for free drawings of compost and $10.00 gift certificates. The winners were: Brian Gagnon, Cristilee Phinney, Betsey Watson, Dianne Holden, Sandy Toothaker, Tammy Jo Girard, and Jack Mahoney. Congratulations and a big “Thank You” to everyone who helped makes Old Home Days a great success.


Awareness and education are the cornerstones of a successful recycling system. This coming fall the Waterboro schools will be addressing some of the issues involved in recycling. More information will be available as the programs are developed. School Superintendent Linda Greene has been very supportive and helpful. This is yet another positive step toward recycling awareness and the recycling committee appreciates the effort.


There are great financial savings in reusing, reducing and recycling. If the majority of Waterboro taxpayers seriously recycled their household waste a savings of up to $200,000.00 in tipping fee costs could be realized and income from recycling paper, cardboard, plastics and tin cans would help offset costs at the transfer station & recycling center. Everyone’s help and continued efforts are needed. The first step to successful recycling is to get started. If you now recycle, thank you, ask a friend to join you and make our world a little better environmentally.





 If the businesses would be willing to bring the recyclables to the transfer station.


If the businesses would like to have silver bullets at their facility.


How can the Recycling Committee help both businesses that either do, or do not have, a recycling program.


For example, the transfer station manager currently receives recycling information from Hannaford’s. At the end of the year the store gives the recycling information to the manager, in turn this information is added to the year- end report sent by the town to the State Planning Office each year. Another example is the U.S. Postal Service, the department keeps tonnage information for each of it’s post offices; this year these totals will be gathered and added to the year end report.    


Similarly this could be done with every business in town that currently has a recycling program. The transfer station committee will be discussing how they may be able to help a business that currently pays a high rental fee for dumpsters, some businesses have more than one; if provided with silver bullets they might be able to reduce the size or number of dumpsters that they now rent monthly and also help increase Waterboro’s recycling rate at the same time.  A Win, Win Situation for Everyone!


 HOUSEHOLD WASTE COMPACTOR


The old household compactor that served the town well for many years finally reached a point where it could no longer retain OSHA approval. A rebuilt 4-yard Accurate Model 450 Heavy Duty compactor was installed and went on line in September 2006. At the same time the metal floor where the operator stands was replaced, a new safety gate system was built all is now safe and up to OSHA standards. 


NEW MOTTO!


In 2006 the Maine State Planning Office, Waste Management & Recycling Program came up with a new motto “Rethink-Recycle-Rediscover”


Rethink – Take the time to rethink recycling. We all need to clearly work together to promote recycling to the point where it is also not only understood as the right thing to do for the quality of our life but it is essential to an improved economy and the environment. 


Recycle- Exercise your right to recycle. Recycling should be thought of as a part of everyone’s daily routine, not thought of as a burden. It shouldn’t take any longer to separate the recyclables out of your weekly trash than it takes to separate your laundry on laundry day. Almost all of what we use can be recycled in one way or another. We all know that the world does not have an inexhaustible supply of raw materials and the more raw materials we use up the more we will have to pay for essential items in the future. Did you know that it takes only 20 recycled soda bottles to make a sweater or that recycled soda cans are used to make siding for your home and recycled plastic bottles and milk jugs are used to make plant pots, plastic lumber, can liners, and lawn furniture. Bet you didn’t know that, but you do now.


Rediscover – There once was excitement and energy in recycling that seems now to be hidden. This can be noticed at any transfer station anywhere in the U.S.A. A few, and very few, compared to the total number of citizens in any town or city, voluntarily recycle. The rest seem to just ignore recycling altogether and let the other guy worry about it. We need to rediscover the old excitement and energy that was once discovered. We must move on to have children, parents, teachers, elected officials, and all citizens in general encouraging one another to do their best to live responsibly and recognize the importance of recycling for what it is, necessary.


Recycling Tips and Topics!


What is Recycling? Recycling is an alternative to throwing away. When you recycle, waste is converted into new products from used materials.


Why Recycle? 


Recycling reduces the amount of waste going into landfills. With landfills closing, we need to find other ways to dispose of our waste.


It conserves natural resources – like trees and energy – by reducing the amount of materials 
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